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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN JOBS BILL 2017 — RAILCARS 
527. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 
Earlier today the Premier claimed that the railcars purchased by the previous government had only two per cent 
local content. Given that those railcars were purchased and built in Queensland, can the Premier confirm that all 
future railcars procured under the Western Australian Jobs Bill will have 100 per cent local content? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The two per cent figure that I used in relation to that earlier answer was from an answer that was provided to 
a question in this place. The former government advised us in a question on notice that it was proudly providing 
two per cent local content when it acquired railcars. Now, we indicated during the election campaign that we would 
aim for—in fact, we will have 50 per cent local content. That was our commitment in the election campaign, which 
is 25 times what the former government achieved. A 2 500 per cent improvement on the former government.  
Now I think about it, the juices are coming back! The member has given me this opportunity. I recall the former 
member for Morley went to India. He came back and provided a report that all our railcars should be manufactured 
over in Bombay. The Liberal Party’s secret plan—we uncovered it —that they should all be manufactured in 
Bombay. That is not our plan. Our plan we announced in the election campaign. The Minister for Transport is 
working away very, very hard on this. She has called the companies in for conversations about how best to 
maximise local content, and our commitment stands—50 per cent local content here. It may surprise members to 
know that nowhere in Australia can do 100 per cent local content on rail carriages. Of course, in Western Australia 
we are starting from a low base because the former government was achieving two per cent. Coming from 
two per cent to 50 per cent—a 2 500 per cent improvement, twenty-five times what the former government 
achieved, and still they whinge! Look at you. At least the member for Dawesville is smiling. I look around him. 
I look at the member for Cottesloe; he never smiles. Even now, he is not smiling. Come on, member for Cottesloe, 
give us a smile. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: I don’t call you a bad smell! At least I’ve got some standards. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: The Speaker ignored it. 
The SPEAKER: See what happens when you wake up the member for Cottesloe. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, what do they say when you are walking through the woods in America? Do 
not poke the bear—the bad tempered bear. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
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